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Character Analysis
	“Joker” is a psychological thriller film produced in 2019 by Todd Philips and Scott Silver. The movie focuses on events taking place in DC Comics and prominently features Joaquin Phoenix, who is referred to as the Joker with the screen name Arthur Fleck. The happenings in the film are set in 1981 in Gotham City. Arthur Fleck was a failed standup comedian who slowly descends to nihilism and insanity, and his actions inspire a revolution against the wealthy people and the ruling class of Gotham City. Arthur is considered as a social outsider and a party clown; he lives with his mother Penny and Gotham City is rife with crime. Arthur has a mental disorder, which makes him laugh uncontrollably even during inappropriate times, and he depends on social services to get his medication.
From the movie, Arthur is fired from his position as a stand-up comedian when it is discovered that he has gun contrary to the regulations set for their crew. When leaving the hospital, he fatally shoots three attackers abusing a woman in a subway. Notably, the attackers are related to a wealthy businessman in the city who is seeking to get elected as a mayor Thomas Wayne while wearing a clown mask. As investigations continue, members of the public begin showing their support for Arthur by wearing joker masks and rioting. Arthur conducts investigations and discovers that he was adopted while he was young but her mother had not told him this. He visits the hospital where her mother is sick and kills her. He also tells Wayne that he had discovered that Penny was not his biological mother. 
At this time, Arthur had been invited to the Murray Show, a show of stand-up comedians, and Arthur’s popularity had significantly risen. Murray had previously mocked him because of the poor jokes he made. He escaped from the police while going to the show and he laughingly tells Murray to call him “Joker.” He then confesses to the killings that he had and the motives while laughing. He is arrested, and once again, the protestors help him escape from police custody. One of the protestors finds Wayne’s family, kills them, leaving only the youngest son, Bruce. 
Character’s Presenting Problems
	From the movie, it can be seen that the Joker or Arthur’s standup comedy career failed to grow as he had a series of poor performances. He was also fired from his role as an entertainer due to possession of a gun, and his workmate lied that he had bought the gun for himself. His mother was sick, the police investigations into the subway killings, and the issues which had with his mother made Arthur lose his sanity as he was striving to lead a good life in Gotham City. The economy was also bad, and this means that it was difficult with the pressure of life in the city. By losing his job as an entertainer, it means that Arthur lost the stream of income that he had depended on to improve his life. He lost his job as an entertainer because a coworker lied about the gun that he had, this mentally affected Arthur. He also kills two men who were linked to a powerful and wealthy businessman trying to help a woman that they were assaulting.
 The killings put him in trouble, although there were protestors who were protesting to support him, the pressure from Wayne, and the influence he had affected the development of the case. There was also an issue about his family as he learns that Penny was not his biological mother and this annoys him and he takes a step to kill Penny while he was at the hospital.
 Since his jokes were poor, Murray, the person he had looked up to since he was young, made fun of him during his Murray show. This also traumatized him; at this point, Arthur had not seen any way that he could use to succeed. He later kills Murray when he had attended his show asked people to call him the Joker. Even though Arthur used to love every time, his actions show that he was traumatized. He even changed the name to the Joker, and this shows denial; he did not want to be identified as Arthur, showing that he did not want to be identified with the things that he had done. 
Character’s Psychiatric Disorder
The behavior of Arthur, which is expressed in the movie, shows that Arthur is suffering from a major depressive disorder and this is because of the depressing events which had taken place in his life. The condition that affects an individual who is going through depression or one that has experienced stressful disorders is schizophrenia, and this is a mental disorder that is highly comorbid with post-traumatic stress disorder (PTSD) (Green, Horan & Lee, 2015).
Schizophrenia is a mental disorder that severely affects the way that an individual thinks, behaves, and the feelings which an individual has. This condition makes people lose touch with the real happenings of the society. Although this condition is not common, the effects which it has on the lives of individuals are usually devastating (Millan et al., 2016). For instance, in this case, Arthur or the Joker commits crimes due to mental disability. He laughs in inappropriate situations, which shows the way that he has lost touch with the happenings of the society. 
Through the movie, Arthur portrays symptoms that show that he has a serious mental disorder which has affected the way that he perceives the society and the events which are taking place around him. For instance, he becomes hostile and suspicious, and this makes him do extreme crimes. At the subway, when he meets two men assaulting a woman, he intervenes and uses his gun to kill two of the men while he injures the third man. From this event, it can be seen the way that he had become hostile. 
At this point, Arthur was under intense pressure as he had just lost his job as an entertainer and he was also not able to grow his dream as a stand-up comedian because of his poor performances. He also shows hostility towards his adopting mother, Penny. Ones he learns that Penny is not her biological mother, Arthur gets infuriated and he goes to the hospital where she had been admitted and killed her. This was an extreme reaction based on the situation that he was handling at this moment. Arthur also kills up his role model Murray because of the way that he had mocked him in the past based on the performances he had. 
Individuals with schizophrenia also have the symptom of not being able to show their feelings. Such individuals are not able to express the right feelings such as, showing love and expressing joy; they often inappropriately cry or laugh (Fromer et al. 2016). From the movie, Arthur laughs in different situations, which are inappropriate. He laughs in situations where he supposed to express the feeling of sorrow, concern or sadness. For instance, when he kills somebody, instead of expressing the feeling of distraught, he goes ahead to laugh. Other than laughing, he also does not show proper feelings on the different events which occur in the movie. He is flat on emotions and does not show any expressions of concern. This shows that the condition has affected the way he thinks and behaves.
 Due to rejection that Arthur was facing when doing comedy, he exhibited symptoms of depression and social withdrawal. From the movie, he looks like he is dejected and out of place. He has a different perspective about the society and the incidents that take place in the society, and because of this, he believes that the society can be a better place without the rich people who he believed were the main cause of problems in Gotham City. During a visit to a psychiatrist, Arthur makes a joke and laughs to himself, telling the psychiatrist that she would never understand the joke that was making him laugh. He ends up running from the orderlies and killing a lot of people in the community. Through this, it can be seen that Arthur had a depressive mental disorder which affected the way that he related to the other people in the society. 

Conclusion
The character Arthur in the movie Joker shows the signs and symptoms of an individual who is suffering from a mental disorder. He goes through depressing ordeals in his life and does not find the best ways of dealing with them. He, in turn, changes the way that he relates with other individuals in the society, becomes hostile and insensitive to feelings. He laughs during inappropriate times and this shows that he had different perceptions as compared to those of other individuals in the society. 


References
[bookmark: _GoBack]Fromer, M., Roussos, P., Sieberts, S. K., Johnson, J. S., Kavanagh, D. H., Perumal, T. M., ... &Klei, L. L. (2016). Gene expression elucidates the functional impact of polygenic risk for schizophrenia. Nature neuroscience, 19(11), 1442.
Green, M. F., Horan, W. P., & Lee, J. (2015). Social cognition in schizophrenia. Nature Reviews Neuroscience, 16(10), 620-631.
Millan, M. J., Andrieux, A., Bartzokis, G., Cadenhead, K., Dazzan, P., Fusar-Poli, P., ... & Kahn, R. (2016). Altering the course of schizophrenia: progress and perspectives. Nature Reviews Drug Discovery, 15(7), 485.



